SCHOOL AGE CHILDCARE IN IRELAND
Executive Summary
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Introduction

In June 2001, the National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee (NCCC) which is
chaired by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (D/JELR) and which
oversees the development of an integrated childcare infrastructure throughout the
country, established a Working Group on School Age Childcare with a remit to:

O] review existing provision for school age childcare, in Ireland and in other
jurisdictions;
(i1) develop guidelines on quality standards for school age childcare;

(iii) make proposals for the development of school age childcare services, on an all
year round basis, taking into account the diverse forms of such childcare; and
(iv) to report to the National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee on these issues.

Contexts

An Expert Working Group on Childcare was established in 1997 under Partnership 2000
(P2000) to develop a strategy which would integrate the different strands of
arrangements for the development and delivery of childcare and early educational
services. The principal reason the P2000 Expert Working Group was convened at that
time stemmed from the fact that changed social and economic conditions and
expectations in Ireland had resulted in more women opting to combine work and family
responsibilities at a time when the availability of childminders and places in childcare
centres was contracting.

The P2000 Expert Working Group was chaired by the Department of Justice, Equality
and Law Reform (D/JELR) and had wide ranging terms of reference and a broad
membership of seventy members, drawn from Government Departments, statutory
bodies, the social partners, non-governmental organisations, the childcare sector and
parents.

The P2000 Expert Working Group decided that its ‘childcare’ remit related to the
provision of day care facilities and services for pre-school children and school-going
children out of school hours and further noted that it includes services offering care,
education and socialisation opportunities for children to the benefit of children, parents,
employers and the wider community.

The P2000 Expert Working Group published a comprehensive report in which it laid
down a series of principles which it recommended should underpin the delivery of
childcare services in Ireland and recommendations for the development and
implementation of a seven year strategic plan for childcare.

In relation to School Age Childcare, the P2000 Expert Working Group noted that

“There is a growing need for locally based programmes which provide children with
social, recreational and development activities outside school hours and during holiday
time. This need arises because of womens increased labour force participation and
because of the diminishing supply of part-time childcare places. Such provision could be
provided on school premises or in community buildings.
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The development of this sector also requires attention to the training needs of childcare
personnel working with 6 - 12 year olds.”

The NDP 2000 - 2006 (NDP) made available the financial resources to facilitate the
development of childcare as a measure for social inclusion and the advancement of
labour force opportunities. The Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000 - 2006
(EOCP) was incorporated as a key Sub-Measure of the Social Inclusion Measures in each
of the Regional Operational Programmes within the NDP. The Programme offers the
framework within which all supply aspects of childcare are being advanced in
accordance with the recommendations of the P2000 Expert Working Group.

The P2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare also made a series of recommendations
on the structures which were appropriate to oversee the implementation of its
recommendations. The National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee (NCCC) has
established a number of Sub-Groups and Working Groups to undertake specific tasks.
The Working Group on School Age Childcare is one such Group.

What is School Age Childcare?

Centre-based “School Age Childcare” is a relatively new concept in Irish society
although it has been widespread in its provision throughout much of mainland Europe
for many years and has also expanded considerably in its provision in the United
Kingdom (UK) in recent years.

The formal definition of school age childcare is not an easy task. There is no widely
accepted international definition, largely because of the varying approaches which have
evolved in different countries to childcare and to primary school and the lines of
demarcation between the two. In many European countries, children normally start
primary school at a later age than do Irish children and therefore parents are less likely
to be faced with the dilemma of finding a further strand of care for their children until
the children are six or seven years old.

In a 1996 Report, the European Commission Network on Childcare described School
Age Childcare services as:

“services which take over the responsibility for children when school is over but parents
are not available - whether because they are working or for other reasons.”

In an Irish context, there is a need to provide a childcare facility to meet the care needs
of children whose parents’ work or educational timetables are incompatible with school
timetables. To fully address the gaps between school hours and the parents’ timetables,
such a childcare service may be required to provide for the care needs of children before
school starts in the morning, after school finishes in the afternoon and during school
holidays and pre-planned school closures.

Again, in an Irish setting, care for school going children, out of school hours and where
the parents are unable to provide direct care due to employment or education and
training commitments, may be provided by a child minder (either a relative or non-
relative and formally or informally), or in a group setting. In Ireland it is not unusual to
hear terms such as After-school Care, Out of School Care, After School Clubs, Summer
Schemes, Homework Clubs being applied to services which meet the needs of parents of
school going children. Some of these terms derive directly from the titles used for
services in other countries.
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For the purposes of this Report and the recommendations therein, the Working Group
defines School Age Childcare as being

“Childcare for school going children provided outside of normal school hours

where the same children attend the childcare facility on a regular basis and access
to the service is clearly defined by agreement with parents and guardians.”

Current provision of School Age Childcare in Ireland and Flsewhere

Although there has been a significant increase in the provision of early or
pre-school childcare places in Ireland in recent years, there has not been a parallel
increase in the provision of places to cater for the childcare needs of the school age child
outside of school hours. As a result, the majority of Irish parents have limited options
from which to meet the childcare needs of their school going children outside of school
hours. Indeed this deficit is the raison d’étre for the present Working Group.

The availability of information in relation to School Age Childcare usage in Ireland
was greatly enhanced with the publication by the Central Statistics Office in July 2003
of its findings from the special module in relation to Childcare conducted as part of
the Quarterly National Household Survey in late 2002. The Survey shows that 67,500
families of primary school children avail of non-parental childcare for their children.
Of these families, the mother or guardian (in the case of a one parent family) in 62,600
families was in employment with only 1,100 mothers/guardians in education. On the
basis of the tables, it is estimated that about 125,000 primary school children receive
non parental childcare. (As the survey was conducted during term time, this reflects
term time usage of childcare).

Turning again to the 67,500 families using non-parental childcare for their
primary school children, the CSO survey found that 31,100 (46 per cent) used unpaid
relatives; 9,500 (14 per cent) used paid relatives; 21,500 (32 per cent) used paid
carers; 4,100 (6 per cent) availed of creches and 2,900 (3 per cent) used other
childcare facilities.

The structures and arrangements for the delivery of School Age Childcare vary among
the Member States of the European Union. The European Commission Network on
Childcare and other Measures to reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities
commissioned and published a comprehensive review of the services available in EU
Member States, albeit in 1996. The Review sums up the situation as it then applied as
follows:

“A number of countries have a strong proactive policy and high levels of provision,
notably Denmark, France and Sweden. In other Member States, services in recent years
have been increasing from a low baseline (for example, Luxembourg and Portugal); in
some cases (for example Netherlands, Flemish Community in Belgium and UK) in
response to short-term government initiatives to promote services. A few countries show
little sign yet of significant development of formal school age childcare services, for
example Ireland, Italy and Spain.”

New Zealand and Australia have been to the forefront in the development of high quality
childcare in the English speaking world and are also well advanced in their thinking on
school age childcare.
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The Working Group reviewed material from eight countries to inform its
understanding of current international practice in the delivery of school age childcare.

The Need for School Age Childcare in Ireland

At a time of great economic change, it is not easy to predict the demand for School Age
Childcare in Ireland with any great degree of accuracy. Ireland has, as we shall
see, undergone major changes in its labour market in recent years whilechanging
economic pressures are requiring ever increasing numbers of women to remain in the
labour market.

The Working Group has linked Central Statistics Office (CSO) Education data with the
National Household Survey data and estimates that the 152,500 family units with school
going children and two parents in employment in the case of couples and a working
parent in the case of lone parents are likely to have about 360,000 school going children
under 15 years between them. While many female employees are known to be in part
time employment, those with dependent children of primary school going age are almost
all likely to have a need for childcare during school holidays.

The Further Development of School Age Childcare in Ireland

The implementation of the recommendations by the P2000 Expert Working Group on
Childcare is being achieved by building on the existing range of services through a range
of financial grants for the creation and support of new and enhanced childcare facilities
through the EOCP 2000-2006. In adopting this approach, the P2000 Expert Working
Group sought to build upon existing services.

The Working Group on School Age Childcare is of the view that a similar approach
should be taken in respect of the further development of School Age Childcare.
However, in so recommending, the Working Group is of the view that projects identified
to receive financial support should be carefully focussed to meet the needs and interests
of the children availing of the service through the delivery of a high quality service the
opening hours of which meet with the needs of the parents in the workplace as well as
those who might be in education or in training.

Accordingly, the Working Group recommends that, in evaluating school age childcare
projects for grant assistance, the appraisal process should focus, inter alia, on:

®  The provision of a high quality service in accordance with the guidelines
developed by the Working Group;

®  The provision of a year round school age childcare service to meet the needs
of parents to combine their childcare and employment (or training and
education) responsibilities; and

®  The economic sustainability of the project.

The Working Group recommends that the following groups be actively encouraged to
develop school age childcare facilities:

e  Community based/not for profit groups, including existing groups who have
the capacity to expand into this childcare sector on a year round basis;

®  Managing authorities of schools who have space in existing premises to adapt
to establish ‘stand alone’ childcare facilities which would conform with best
practice and would be available on a year round basis;
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®  Managing authorities of schools who have land available to establish ‘stand
alone’ childcare facilities which would conform with best practice and would
be available on a year round basis;

®  Private childcare providers who are prepared to establish school age childcare
facilities which would be open on a year round basis; and

®  Work based childcare facilities.

The Working Group recommends that provision be made within the EOCP
Childminding Initiative to encourage childminders to provide quality childcare for
school going children. Supports should be provided to enhance the skills of
childminders, thereby increasing the provision of quality childcare for school going
children by childminders.

The Working Group recommends that groups which have received grant support for
sessional childcare services under the EOCP be encouraged to further expand the
range of services they provide, thereby maximising use of the premises.

The Working Group recommends that such groups be given priming support to cover
the cost of the additional capital items needed to cater for the older age group.

The Working Group only recommends the use of school premises or school lands for
the delivery of school age childcare in circumstances where the school managing
authorities and owners are prepared to make those premises available for a long term
lease or other long term commitment to ensure that facilities are available for a
reasonable number of years.

The Working Group recommends that the School Age Childcare facility located in the
school setting must be of a standard equivalent to the high, child-focused,
specification being recommended for stand alone school age facilities or for the school
age childcare elements of integrated services.

The Working Group recommends that new school building projects be encouraged to
incorporate a school age childcare facility.

The Working Group recommends that private childcare providers who have already
received a grant for one property be permitted to submit an application for further
priming support for the same property to cover the cost of the additional capital items
needed to provide a school age childcare service, provided that such service is made
available five days a week and for fifty weeks of the year. (Such additional funding
would subject to compliance with the European Union’s State Aid rules which set a
maximum amount of grant assistance which may be made available to the private
sector.)

Quality in School Age Childcare

The Working Group on School Age Childcare is aware that it is undertaking its work
when the provision of centre-based school age childcare in Ireland is in its infancy.
Accordingly the Working Group believes that Ireland is in a position to espouse the
highest international standards for the sector from the beginning.

The Working Group recommends that grant support should only be made available to
childcare providers who are prepared to deliver a comprehensive school age childcare
programme which addresses the social, physical, developmental, recreational and
creative needs of the child in a happy and caring environment.
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A number of key elements contribute to the delivery of a quality school age childcare
service. These include the activity programme and the importance of play; the physical
environment; the regulation of school age childcare; training for the sector; and
relationships between providers of school age childcare, the client children, their parents
and on occasion the schools.

The Working Group is of the view that such services must be underpinned by sound
principles which support inclusion and participation. The following concepts are
particularly important:

®  Children and adults have rights and responsibilities within the service.

®  The work and ethos of the service should be underpinned by the United Nations
Charter on the Rights of the Child and on the National Children’s Strategy.

®  Access and participation in the life of the service is open to all stakeholders.

®  Children learn and develop in the context of a caring community which values
their individual and combined strengths.

®  Links with and between the child, family, service and wider community promote

a sense of identity and belonging.

Mutually respectful relationships are fostered and recognised as being central to

the life of the service.

Children, staff and parents engage in meaningful dialogue.

The voice of the child is heard, respected and contributes to the service.

Interactions are sensitive and responsive.

The ethos and practice of the service values diversity and promotes equality.

The programme is culturally and socially appropriate to the children, families

and staff participating in the service.

Staff and children work together in ways that are respectful and inclusive.

Children are protected from bullying and abuse.

The environment provides opportunities for learning.

The service should provide opportunities for positive experiences which support

learning, development and well being for all.

The programme should promote healthy life choices.

The programme should offer opportunities for challenge and risk.

The programme should be of recreational and educational benefit to children.

The programme should have breadth, depth and balance.

Staff should be valued for the knowledge, expertise and life experience they bring

to the service.

The professionalisation of staff should be supported within the service.

®  Programmes, policies and procedures should be responsive to the needs of
children, families and staff.

The Activity Programme and the Importance of Play

Play is recognised as a basic human right for all children. The importance of play has
been reaffirmed by the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
Ireland ratified in 1992. Article 31, sets out the child’s right to play:

“Parties recognise the rights of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and
recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in
cultural life and the arts: parties shall respect and promote the rights of the child to
participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of
appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure
activity.”
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The Working Group fully endorses the view that play is central to the healthy growth
and development of children. As a result, the Working Group concludes that a strong
focus on play must be a core principle and indeed a distinguishing characteristic of
school age childcare.

The Working Group recommends that the school age childcare service should plan
and provide a range of play opportunities and activities to foster the development of
children’s social, physical, intellectual, creative and emotional capabilities.

The Working Group recommends that each school age childcare facility should set
aside a period of time each week to enable children and practitioners to work together
to review previous activities and to develop the programme of activities for the coming
week.

The Working Group recommends that when planning play for children, the childcare
facility should offer a mix of free play and structured play opportunities.

While Homework Clubs are outside the scope of the present Report, school aged
childcare services often provide facilities, help and supervision for children to complete
homework as part of the range of services. Whereas the Working Group acknowledges
that homework support may be an element of a range of activities within the school aged
childcare service, it recommends that homework support should not be the core
activity of a school aged childcare service. The Working Group recommends that
dialogue with the parents and children is critical on the issue of homework.

The Working Group recommends that risk taking in the school age childcare setting
should be accommodated under circumstances which could include:

good practice;

appropriate supervision;

awareness of the child’s capabilities;

appropriate activities;

communication and trust between the parents and the provider as well as the
child and provider;

relevant training and qualifications for the activity provider;

risk assessment for purposeful activity; and

° appropriate insurance coverage.

The Working Group recommends that school age childcare practitioners enshrine
principles of inter-culturalism and diversity of the P2000 Expert Working Group in
the programmes of activities and attitudes they are developing in their facilities.
They should be inclusive in encompassing those with special needs or who might
otherwise be marginalised through a disability, those who are members of the
Travelling Community and those from an ethnic minority group.

The Working Group recommends that the school age childcare facility should value
the diverse ethos of Irish society, including a positive approach to Irish language and
culture.
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Other Key Issues Impacting on a Quality Service

The Working Group makes the following recommendations in regard to the physical
design of a school age childcare facility:

®  The facility should offer a bright, warm environment;

® It should be accessible by children with disabilities;

® It should have a range of rooms or areas to facilitate more than one activity by
a child or group of children at a time;

° It should provide adequate open internal space to facilitate more physical

activities including sports and drama, where appropriate;

It should provide a quiet area for reading, table based activities and

homework;

All areas should be designed for easy and unobtrusive supervision;

Every room should, as far as possible, have natural light;

Every facility should have access to an outside play area;

Every facility should have adequate storage to keep the area as clutter free as

possible;

It should be clean and well maintained;

It should be well insulated to maintain heat and quiet;

It should include a kitchen area to facilitate the preparation and storage of

food and hot drinks for children after the school day;

® It should have suitably appointed toilet facilities.

The Working Group recommends that every school age childcare facility should
prepare a statement with comprehensive health and safety policies and procedures
dealing, inter alia, with:

The identification, handling and reporting of accidents;
Child welfare and protection;

Illnesses;

First aid practices;

Supervision;

Use of potentially hazardous equipment;

Regular safety checks on equipment;

Behavioural problems; and

Hygiene practices.

In line with Children First National Guidelines for the Protection and Welfare of
Children and “Our Duty to Care”, all childcare providers should develop their own local
procedures and guidance for dealing with child protection and all staff should be

informed of and be aware of these procedures.
Every childcare facility should have adequate insurance cover to provide against every

eventuality. Both management and staff should be aware of the terms of the facility’s
insurance and must avoid all activities which do not come within the terms of such
insurance.

The Working Group recommends that procedures are put in place in every setting to
foster a spirit of co-operation between parents and service managers and childcare
practitioners; to facilitate the ongoing sharing of information with parents; and to
facilitate parental access to both the school age childcare facility and to the
practitioners at all appropriate times.
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The P2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare discussed the pros and cons of
notification and registration for childcare in its 1999 work and came down in favour of
registration, noting that

“Registration ...requires the State to register or licence a service as meeting the minimum
standards. It also empowers the State to refuse registration and allows for annual
review.”

This view led to the first recommendation of the P2000 Expert Working Group which is
endorsed and restated by the Working Group on School Age Childcare which
recommends an amendment of the primary legislation (Child Care Act, 1991) to
encompass the regulation of school age childcare.

In relation to the content of any new Regulations or Guidelines for the Voluntary
Regulation of the School Age Childcare Sector, the Working Group recommends that
they be standardised to follow closely the regulations and guidelines which emerge
following the present revision being undertaken by the Department of Health and
Children.

The Working Group recommends that the adult to child ratio for centre-based school
age childcare should be 1 adult per 8 children.

While the need to amend primary legislation has already been cited as an obstacle to the
regulation of school age childcare, the Working Group recommends that a voluntary
code of standards be drawn up and a voluntary notification process be put in place to
enable school age childcare facilities to notify their local health board. This would
incentivise the facilities to attain and maintain high standards, resulting in the delivery
of quality childcare.

The Working Group, under its terms of reference, has been asked to develop
guidelines for the sector. These have been developed on the basis of the
recommendations of this Report and are presented in annexe to the Report. In the
absence of regulation of the school age childcare sector, the Working Group
recommends that these guidelines be used as a quality standard against which
applications for grant assistance under the EOCP might be evaluated and be further
developed for use as a voluntary standard for the school age childcare sector.

The Working Group on School Age Childcare recommends that the City/County
Childcare Committees, where appropriate, identify the transport needs of childcare
groups to the Rural Transport Initiative projects in their respective counties.

The Working Group on School Age Childcare recommends that the Department of
Transport introduce appropriate legislation regarding safety procedures and
insurance for the transportation of specific groups of people (including children).

The Working Group on School Age Childcare recommends that the Department of
Education and Science review the regulations of the School Transport Scheme to
facilitate the provision for transport from schools to school aged childcare facilities.
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Training for School Age Childcare

The Working Group noted the training delivered for School Age Childcare
practitioners in a number of other countries. It also took note of the approach to
training and professionalisation contained in the Model Framework document prepared
by the Certifying Bodies Sub-Group on the NCCC.

The Working Group is of the view that the school age childcare practitioner should have
the following occupational abilities to work effectively in the school age childcare sector:

The ability to:

e  implement good practice and work effectively in a school age setting;

®  understand the specific role of the school age childcare practitioner;

° be aware of, and to be able to implement where relevant, child protection
guidelines and procedures;

®  assist in the planning, implementation and evaluation of the school age child
care environment;

e  understand and promote all aspects of child development, education and care;

®  acknowledge and promote individuality and diversity in all children and to
promote equal opportunities and anti-discrimination practice;

e  work effectively as part of a team;

® understand the importance of consultation with children, parents and
colleagues;

° establish and maintain linkages between schools, other services that could be
accessed by children (sport, dance, etc.) and the wider community;

° be aware of, and to be able to implement where relevant, all legislation
regarding children, equality, discrimination and health and safety; and

®  establish and maintain all relevant records.

The Working Group has already noted the importance of recognising the special
developmental needs of the children who are availing of school age childcare. The
fostering of these needs require a special set of skills for the school age childcare
practitioner. The Working Group is of the view that the school age childcare
practitioner should have the following skills to work effectively in the school age
childcare sector.

The skill to:

build relationships with children, their parents and carers;

understand and promote the different developmental needs of children and
young people availing of a school age childcare service;

support children’s involvement and participation in the life of the service;
ensure a safe and stimulating environment;

recognise and provide for the emerging independence of the child;

promote individuality, balancing the needs of the child and of the group;
promote fair and caring behaviour;

develop the cultural awareness of the child; and

encourage choice and self confidence.
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The Working Group recommends that a specific training strand be developed to equip
childcare practitioners to provide a high quality service to meet the particular needs
of the older age group of four to twelve year old children who are likely to avail of
school age childcare. Given the recreational nature of school age childcare, the training
programmes to be developed should have a significant practical focus although it is also
important to include the theoretical material which is essential to the preparation of a
well-informed childcare practitioner and to the contextualisation of school age childcare.

The Working Group recommends that the following skills and knowledge should be
incorporated into the courses and modules to be developed for the School Age
Childcare sector:

Quality practice in school age childcare;

Play and activities;

Child development;

Health and safety, including child protection;
Work experience;

Role of the school age childcare practitioner; and
Personal professional development.

The Way Forward

The Working Group recommends that a campaign be undertaken to increase
understanding of the school age childcare sector, to create awareness of the
availability of grant assistance and to promote and encourage community groups,
schools and their managing authorities and existing childcare practitioners, both
community groups and private providers, to consider the development of these much
needed services.

The Working Group is aware that the City/County Childcare Committees have a strong
mandate from the National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee to work with local
interests to develop childcare to address local childcare needs. The Working Group
recommends that the City/County Childcare Committees be asked to take a
prominent role in working with and supporting community groups, private childcare
providers and schools’ authorities throughout their city/county to develop school age
childcare facilities to meet the childcare needs of parents who are in employment,
education and training and whose school going children require childcare outside of
school hours.

The Working Group recommends that the City/County Childcare Committees and the
National Voluntary Childcare Organisations as appropriate promote awareness of the
guidelines developed by the Working Group for the development of a quality School
Age Childcare Sector.
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Guidelines

In accordance with its terms of reference and based on its research and findings, the
Working Group has developed guidelines laying out key pointers for the development of
a quality School Age Childcare Service which will inform community based not for profit
groups and private providers who may consider seeking grant support for the
development of services under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000 -
2006.

The guidelines are contained in Appendix 2.
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Réamhra

I Meitheamh 2001, rinne an Coiste Comhordaithe Naisiunta um Churam Leanai
(CCNCL) faoi chathaoirleacht na Roinne DIli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchoirithe Dli (R/DCCAD), a mhaoirsionn forbairt ar bhonneagar comhdhluite ciraim
leanai ar fud na tire, Grupa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile a bhunt a raibh sé
mar shainchuram air

° athbhreithniu a dhéanamh ar an solathar le haghaidh cturaim leanai d’aois scoile
in Eirinn agus i ndlinsi eile;

° treoirlinte a fhorbairt maidir le caighdeain chailiochta do churam leanai d’aois
scoile;

° moltai a dhéanamh maidir le seirbhisi curaim leanai d’aois scoile a fhorbairt ar

an mbonn go bhfeidhmeoidis 6 cheann ceann na bliana, ag cur san aireamh
cinedlacha éagsula cturaim leanai da short; agus

° tuairiscit don Choiste Comhordaithe Naisiunta um Chturam Leanai ar na
saincheisteanna seo.

Combhthéacs

Bunaiodh Sainghrupa Oibre um Churam Leanai i 1997 faoi Chomhphairtiocht 2000
(C2000) chun straitéis a fhorbairt a chomhthathodh duail éagsula na socruithe a bhi ann
chun seirbhisi curaim leanai agus luathoideachais a fhorbairt agus a sheachadadh. Ba 1
an phriomhchuis ar tionéladh Sainghripa Oibre C2000 ag an am, gur tharla, de bharr
tosca agus ionchais shéisialta agus gheileagracha na hEireann, go raibh nios mé ban ag
roghnu a gcuraimi oibre agus teaghlaigh a chomhcheangal, fad a bhi an lion feighlithe
leanai agus an rochtain ar larionaid leanai ag laghdu.

Ghlac an Roinn DIi is Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchoirithe Dli (R/DCCAD) an
chathaoirleacht ar Shainghrupa Oibre C2000, a raibh téarmai tagartha fadréimseacha aige
agus ballraiocht leathan de sheachto ball, a glacadh as Ranna Rialtais, comhlachtai
reachtila, na comhphadirtithe soisialta, eagraiochtai neamh-rialtasacha, an earnail
churaim leanai agus tuismitheoiri.

Chinn Sainghrupa Oibre C2000 go raibh a shainchiram ‘ctiraim leana’ ag baint le
hdiseanna agus seirbhisi ctiraim lae a sholathar do leanai réamhscoile agus leanai scoile,
lasmuigh d’uaireanta scoile, agus thug sé faoi deara, freisin, go gcuimsionn sé seirbhisi a
thairgeann curam, oideachas agus deiseanna caidrimh do leanai, chun tairbhe leanat,
tuismitheoiri, fostoiri agus an mhorphobail.

D’thoilsigh Sainghripa Oibre C2000 tuairisc chuimsitheach inar leagadh sios sraith
prionsabal a moladh mar bhonn le seachadadh seirbhisi ctiraim leanai in Eirinn agus

moltai maidir le plean straitéiseach seacht mbliana chun ciram leanai a fhorbairt agus a
fhorfheidhmiu.

I dtaca le Curam Leanai d’Aois Scoile, chuir an Sainghrupa Oibre an méid seo a leanas in
ial:

“Td ga méadaithe le cldir a bheadh bunaithe go hdititiil chun imeachtai caidrimh, caithimh
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aimsire agus forbartha a sholdthar do leanai lasmuigh duaireanta scoile agus le linn
laethanta saoire. Td an riachtanas seo ann de bharr rannphdirt mhéadaithe na mban san
fhorsa saothair agus laghdu an tsoldthair d’ionad pdirtaimseartha le haghaidh ciraim leanai.
D’fhéadfai an soldthar seo a dhéanamh in ditribh scoile no i bhfoirgnimh phobail.

Eilionn forbairt na hearndla seo go ndireofai aird ar na riachtanais oilitina atd ag ciiraméiri
leanat a oibrionn le leanai 6-12 bhliain d’aois.”

Chuir PEN 2000-2006 (PFN) na hachmainni airgid ar fail chun go n-éascofai forbairt
churaim leanai mar bheart cuimsitheachta soisialta agus mar bheart chun deiseanna a
chruthtu don thorsa saothair. Ionchorpraiodh an Clar Comhdheiseanna um Churam
Leanai 2000-2006 (CCCL) mar Fho-Bheart tdbhachtach de na Bearta Cuimsitheachta
Soisialta a bhi i ngach Clar Réigiunach Oibriochta den PEN. Tairgeann an Cldr creat ina
bhfuil gach gné solathair de chtiram leanai 4 cur chun cinn de réir moltai Shainghrupa
Oibre C2000.

Rinne Sainghrupa Oibre C2000 sraith moltai freisin maidir leis na struchtuir a d’oirfeadh
chun forfheidhmiu a chuid moltai a mhaoirsiu. Ta roinnt Fo-Ghrupai agus Grupai Oibre
bunaithe ag an gCoiste Comhordaithe Naisitinta um Churam Leanai (CCNCL) chun
tabhairt faoi shaintascanna. Orthu seo ta an Grupa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois
Scoile.

Cad is Ciram Leanai d’Aois Scoile?

Is coinceap measartha nua i sochai na hEireann é “Cuiram Leanai d’Aois Scoile” ata
ionadbhunaithe, cé go raibh seo ar fail go forleathan ar fud mhorthir na hEorpa le blianta
agus gur thainig méadu measartha mor ar an solathar sa Riocht Aontaithe (RA) le blianta
beaga anuas.

Ni furasta sainmhiniti foirmedlta a thabhairt ar churam leanai d’aois scoile. Nil
sainmhiniu idirndisiunta ann a bhfuil glacadh coitianta leis, toisc, den chuid is mo, go
bhfuil modhanna éagsula curaim leanai agus bunscolaiochta tagtha chun cinn i dtiortha
éagsula agus line idirdhealaithe eatarthu. 1 moran tiortha Eorpacha is gnach go
dtosaionn leanai sa bhunscoil ag aois nios sine n4 leanai na hEireann agus mar sin de is
It an fhadhb a bhionn ag tuismitheoiri teacht ar ghné eile ciraim d4 leanai, go mbionn
na leanai sin sé no seacht mbliana d’aois.

Ina thuarascail i 1996, rinne Gréasan Choimisitin na hEorpa um Chuiram Leanai cur sios
ar sheirbhisi Curaim Leanai d’Aois Scoile mar

“seirbhisi a ghlacann freagracht as leanai nuair a bhionn an scoil thart agus gan na
tuismitheoiri ar fdil — toisc go bhfuil siadsan ag obair, no ar chuiseanna eile”

Sa chomhthéacs Eireannach, is gd dis chtraim leanai a sholdthar a fhreastloidh ar
riachtanais ciraim na leanai a bhfuil a dtuismitheoiri ar obair n6 a bhfuil amchlair
oideachais acu nach réitionn le hamchlair na scoile. D’fhonn lanaghaidh a thabhairt ar
an mbearna idir uaireanta scoile agus amchlair tuismitheoiri, tharlodh sé gur gha seirbhis
churaim leanai da short chun freastal ar riachtanais churaim leanai roimh thosu scoile ar
maidin, tar éis chriochnu scoile trathnona, agus le linn laethanta saoire scoile agus
clabhstir réamhphleanailte scoile.
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Aris, sa suiomh FEireannach, d’fhéadfai ctiram leanai scoile a sholdthar lasmuigh
d'uaireanta scoile n6 nuair nach féidir le tuismitheoiri ctiram pearsanta a thabhairt doibh,
de bharr dualgas fostaiochta no oideachais agus oilitna, le cabhair feighli leanai
(gaolmhar n6 neamhghaolmhar, ar bhonn foirmealta n6 neamhfhoirmedlta), no i suiomh
gripa. In Eirinn cloistear go minic téarmai ar nés Ctraim larscoile, Ctiraim As-Scoile,
Clubanna Iarscoile, Scéimeanna Samhraidh, Clubanna Oibre Baile i leith seirbhisi a
fhreastlaionn ar riachtanais tuismitheoiri na leanai scoile. Diorthaitear roinnt de na
téarmai seo go direach 6 na teidil a thugtar ar sheirbhisi i dtiortha eile.

Chun criocha na Tuarascéla seo agus na moltai inti, déanann an Grupa Oibre sainiu ar
Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile mar

“Curam leanai a chuirtear ar fdil do leanai scoile lasmuigh de ghndthuaireanta scoile, sa
chds go bhfreastlaionn na leanai céanna ar an dis chiiraim leanai go rialta, agus go bhfuil
rochtain ar an tseirbhis sainithe go soiléir tri chomhaonti idir tuismitheoiri agus
caomhnoiri”

Solathar reatha i leith Cdraim Leanai d’Aois Scoile in Eirinn agus in Aiteanna File.

Cé gur thdinig méadu suntasach ar sholdthar ionad ciraim leanai réamhscoile in Eirinn
le blianta beaga, nior tharla an méadu céanna ar sholathar ionad a d’fhreastlodh ar
riachtanais cturaim leanai d’aois scoile lasmuigh d'uaireanta scoile. Da thoradhsan, ta
teorainn leis na roghanna atd ag bunts thuismitheoiri na hFEireann chun freastal
lasmuigh d'uaireanta scoile ar riachtanais ciraim na leanai ata ar scoil acu. Le firinne, is
é an t-easnamh seo is bunchuis leis an nGrupa Oibre reatha.

Cuireadh go mor leis an eolas faoi Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile in Eirinn nuair a
d’thoilsigh an Priomh-Oifig Staidrimh in Iuil 2003 torthai an mhoduil speisialta faoi
Churam Leanai a seoladh mar chuid den Suirbhé Naisiunta Raithiuil na dTheaghlach
ag deireadh 2002. Léirionn an Suirbhé go mbaineann 67,500 teaghlach ina bhfuil
leanai bunscoile leas as ctiram leanai neamhthuismitheora da leanai. As na teaghlaigh
seo, bhi an mhathair n6 caomhnoir ag 62,600 teaghlach (i gcas teaghlaigh
aontuismitheora) i bhfostaiocht, agus gan ach 1,100 mathair/caomhnéir ag gabhail
d’oideachas. Ar bhonn na dtablai, meastar go bhfaigheann thart ar 125,000 leanbh
bunscoile ciram leanai neamhthuismitheora. (Os rud é go ndearnadh an suirbhé le
linn téarma, léirionn sé an usaid théarmach a bhaintear as ctiram leanai).

Ag casadh aris ar an 67,500 teaghlach a tsaideann ciram leanai neamhthuismitheora
da bpaisti bunscoile, fuair suirbhé an POS amach gur bhain 31,100 duine (46 faoin
gcéad) leas as gaolta gan pha; bhain 21,500 (32 faoin gcéad) leas as curamoiri ar pha;
bhain 4,100 (6 faoin gcéad) leas as creiseanna agus dusaid 2,900 (3 faoin gcéad)
aiseanna eile, le haghaidh cturaim leanai.

Ta difriocht idir na struchtuir agus socruithe le Curam Leanai d’Aois Scoile a
sheachadadh i measc Bhallstait an Aontais Eorpaigh. Choimisitinaigh agus d’fhoilsigh
Gréasan an Choimisitin Eorpaigh um Churam Leanai agus Bearta eile Réitithe idir
Dualgais Fostaiochta agus Teaghlaigh, athbhreithniu cuimsitheach ar na seirbhisi ata ar
fail i mBallstait an AE, cé gur i 1996 a tharla sin. Cuimrionn an tAthbhreithnia an staid
ag an am mar a leanas:

“Td beartas ldidir onnghniomhach agus ardleibhéil soldathair ag roinnt tiortha, go sonrach an
Danmbhairg, an Fhrainc agus an tSualainn. I mBallstdit eile, td na seirbhisi méadaithe le
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blianta beaga 6 bhunline iseal (mar shampla, Lucsamburg agus an Phortaingéil); i roinnt
cdsanna (mar shampla, san Isiltir, i bPobal Fléimeanach na Beilge agus sa RA) mar fhreagra
ar thionscnaimh gearrthéarmacha rialtais le seirbhisi a chothi. I roinnt tiortha, is beag
comhartha atd ann go foill go bhfuil forbairt shuntasach a déanamh ar sheirbhisi foirmedlta
le haghaidh ciiraim leanai d’aois scoile, mar shampla, Eire, an Ioddil agus an Spdinn.”

T4 an Nua-Shéalainn agus an Astrail chun tosaigh i measc tiortha an Béarla i bhforbairt
curaim leanai d’ardchaighdean, agus ta siad cuid mhaith chun tosaigh, freisin, ina
smaointe faoi chiram leanai d’aois scoile.

D’athbhreithnigh an Grupa Oibre dbhar as ocht dtir chun tuiscint nios fearr a fhail ar an
gcleachtas idirndisiunta reatha maidir le ciram leanai d’aois scoile a sheachadadh.

An Ga le Ciiram Leanai d’Aois Scoile in Eirinn.

In am morathraithe geilleagraigh, ni furasta an t-¢ileamh ar Chiram Leanai d’Aois Scoile
in Eirinn a réamhaithris le haon mhérchruinneas. T4 morathruithe tagtha ar mhargadh
saothair na hEireann le blianta beaga, mar a fheicfimid, agus éilionn na brinna geilleagair
ata ag siorathru, go bhfanfaidh lion méadaithe ban sa mhargadh saothair.

Ta sonrai Oideachais 6n bPriomh-Oifig Staidrimh (PSO) nasctha ag an nGrupa Oibre le
sonrai Shuirbhé Naisitinta na dTeaghlach agus meastar go bhfuil thart ar 360,000 leanai
scoile faoi 15 bliana ag an 152,500 aonad teaghlaigh a bhfuil leanai scoile acu le beirt
thuismitheoiri ag obair, i gcds cuplai agus, i gcds tuismitheoiri aonaracha, tuismitheoir ag
obair. Nuair is eol an-chuid banfhostaithe a bheith ag obair go pdirtaimseartha, is € is
docha na go bhfuil ga ag a mbunts a bhfuil leanai spleacha in aois bunscoile acu, le
curam leanai le linn laethanta saoire na scoile.

Breisfhorbairt ar Chidram Leanai d’Aois Scoile in Eirinn

T4 moltai Sainghrapa C2000 maidir le Ctiram Leanai 4 mbaint amach tri thogail ar an
raon seirbhisi atd ann cheana, le cabhair raoin deontas airgid ata ar fail chun nua-
aiseanna feabhsaithe a chruthu agus a chothu do chtiram leanai trid an CCCL 2000-
2006. Leis an gcur chuige seo, ta Sainghrupa Oibre C2000 ag iarraidh togdil ar na
seirbhisi ata ann.

Is ¢ dearcadh an Ghrupa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile, gur chéir cur chuige
den sort céanna a usdid i gcas bhreisthorbairt ar Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile. Agus sin
a mholadh aige, afach, measann an Grupa Oibre gur chéir na tionscadail ata sainithe do
thacaiocht airgid, a dhirit go ciramach ar riachtanais agus ar leasa leanai a tisdideann an
tseirbhis, tri sheirbhis ardchaighdedin a thabhairt a bhfuil a huaireanta oscailte oiritinach
do riachtanais tuismitheoiri ar obair n6 doibh siud a bhfuil cursai oideachais no oilitna
ar sial acu.

Mar sin, molann an Grupa Oibre, nuair ata tionscadail curaim leanai a meas do
chunamh deontais, gur choéir an proiseas meastoireachta a dhiriu, interalia, ar

®  sheirbhis ardchaighdeain a sholathar de réir na dtreoirlinte ata forbartha ag an
nGrupa Oibre;

®  sheirbhis churaim leanai a sholathar 6 cheann ceann na bliana a fhreastlaionn
ar riachtanas na dtuismitheoiri a ndualgais curaim leanai agus fostaiochta (no
oilitina agus oideachais) a chomhcheangal; agus
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®  inbhuaine gheilleagrach an tionscadail.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go spreagfar go gniomhach na gripai seo a leanas le hdiseanna
ciraim leanai d’aois scoile a fhorbairt:

®  Grupai pobalbhunaithe/neamhbhrabuis, lena n-airitear grupai reatha a bhfuil
an cumas acu leathnu amach san earnail churaim leanai seo ar feadh na bliana
ar fad;

®  Udariis bhainistiochta scoileanna a bhfuil an spas oiritnaithe acu ina n-aitribh
reatha d’aiseanna curaim leanai neamhspleacha a d’threagrodh don chleachtas
is fearr agus a bheadh ar fail 6 cheann ceann na bliana;

®  Udarais bhainistiochta scoileanna a bhfuil talamh acu ar a bhfeadfai diseanna
curaim leanai neamhspleacha a bhunu a d’threagrodh don chleachtas is fearr
agus a bheadh ar fail 6 cheann ceann na bliana;

®  Solathroiri priobhaideacha curaim leanai a bheadh sasta aiseanna curaim
leanai a bhunt agus iad a bheith oscailte 6 cheann ceann na bliana; agus

®  Aiseanna curaim leanai bunaithe ar an ionad oibre.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go ndéanfai solathar laistigh de Thionscnamh Feighliochta
Leanai an CCCL le feighlithe leanai a spreagadh chun ciram leanai d’ardchaighdean a
sholathar do leanai scoile. Is céir tacai a sholathar chun scileanna na bhfeighlithe
leanai a theabhsu agus solathar ardchaighdeain curaim leanai ag feighlithe leanai do
leanai scoile a mhéadu, da réir sin.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go spreagfar na gripai a fuair canamh deontais do sheirbhisi
seisiinacha cuaraim leanai faoin CCCL, chun a raon seirbhisi a mhéadu a thuilleadh,
agus chun usaid a n-aitreabh a uasmhéadu da réir.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go dtabharfar tacaiocht phrimeala do ghrupai da short chun
costas na mbreismhireanna caipitil is ga chun freastal ar an ngripa nios sine a
chludach.

Molann an Gripa Oibre, freisin, go n-tisaidfear aitribh agus tailte scoileanna le ctiram
leanai d’aois scoile a sheachadadh, sa chas go bhfuil udarais bhainistiochta na
scoileanna sasta na haitribh sin a chur ar fail ar léas fadtearmach né ar ghealltanas
fadtearmach eile a chinnteoidh go mbeidh na haiseanna ar fail ar feadh lin réastunta
blianta.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go mbeidh aon ais Churaim Leanai d’Aois Scoile a lonnaitear
i suiomh scoile ar aonchaighdean leis an ardsonraiocht leanbhdhirithe a mholtar i gcas
aiseanna neamhspleacha d’aois scoile no na gnéithe sin de churam leanai d’aois scoile
ata i seirbhisi comhthaite.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go spreagfar lucht tionscadal togala na nuascoileanna chun ais
churaim leanai d’aois scoile a ionchorpru iontu.

Molann an Gripa Oibre go gceadofai do sholathroiri priobhdideacha an churaim
leanai, a fuair deontas cheana féin d’aitreabh amhain, iarratas a dhéanamh ar
bhreistacaiocht phrimiochta don aitreabh céanna, chun costas na mbreismhireanna
caipitil do sheirbhis churaim leanai d’aois scoile a chludach, ar acht go mbeidh an
tseirbhis sin ar fail ar feadh cuig la na seachtaine agus caoga seachtain na bliana.
(Bheadh maoiniu breise da short faoi réir socraithe go gcomhlionfar rialacha Chunamh
Stait an Aontais Eorpaigh, a leagann sios an t-uasmhéid cunaimh deontais is féidir a
sholathar don earnail phriobhaideach)




G.1

G.2

G3

G.4

Caighdean an Churaim Leanai d’Aois Scoile

Is léir don Ghrupa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile go bhfuil a chuid oibre a
tionscnamh aige ag an am a bhfuil ctiram leanai d’aois scoile ata ionadbhunaithe i dtas a
ré in Eirinn. D4 réir sin, creideann an Gripa Oibre go bhfuil Eire anois i riocht taobhu
6 thus leis na caighdedin idirndisiunta is airde don earnail.

Molann an Gripa Oibre nach gcuirfear tacaiocht deontais ar fail ach amhain do
sholathoiri curaim leanai ata sasta clar curaim leanai d’aois scoile a sheachadadh ar
bhonn cuimsitheach, ag tabhairt aghaidh ar riachtanais shoisialta, fhisiciula,
fhorbartha, chaithimh aimsire agus chruthaiocha an linbh i dtimpeallacht shonasach
chomhbhach.

Ta roinnt phriomhghnéithe ann a chuireann le seachadadh an ardchaighdeain seirbhise
i gcuram leanai d’aois scoile. Cuimsionn siadsan an clar gniomhaiochta agus an tabhacht
a bhaineann le sugradh; an timpeallacht fhisicitil; riald caraim leanai d’aois scoile;
oilivint don earnail; an gaol idir solathroiri curaim leanai d’aois scoile, na cliantleanai, a
dtuismitheoiri agus, 6 am go ham, na scoileanna.

Is é dearcadh an Ghrupa Oibre gur ga prionsabail fhollana a thacaionn le cuimsitheacht
agus le rannphairtiocht mar bhonn le seirbhisi da short. Ta tabhacht ar leith leis na
coincheapa seo a leanas:

®  Taa gcearta laistigh den tseirbhis ag leanai agus ag aosaigh.

® Is coir go mbeadh Cairt na Naisiun Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh agus um
Straitéis Ndisiunta na Leanai mar bhonn le hobair agus éiteas na seirbhise.

®  Ta rochtain ar shaol na seirbhise agus rannphdirt inti ar fail ag gach pairti
leasmhar.

®  Foghlaimionn agus fobhraionn leanai i gcomhthéacs pobail chomhbhaigh a
bhfuil meas aige ar a nirt indibhidiula agus ar a nirt chomhcheangailte.

®  Cothaionn naisc idir an leanbh, an teaghlach, an tseirbhis agus an mérphobal

mothu aitheantais agus muintearais.

Cothaitear gaoil chomheastla agus aithnitear go bhfuil siad ag croilar shaol na

seirbhise.

Déantar plé a bhfuil éifeacht léi idir leanai, foireann agus tuismitheoiri.

Cloistear guth an linbh, bionn meas air agus cuireann sé leis an tseirbhis.

Bionn iogaireacht agus freagracht ag baint le hidirghniomhartha.

Cothaionn éiteas agus cleachtas na seirbhise meas ar ilghnéitheacht agus ar

chomhionannas.

Bionn an clar oiriunach, on taobh culturtha agus soisialta de, do leanai, do

theaghlaigh agus don fhoireann ata pairteach sa tseirbhis.

®  Oibrionn an fhoireann agus na leanai le chéile ar bhealai atd measuil agus
cuimsitheach.

®  Cosnaitear leanai ar bhulaiocht agus ar dhrochide.

®  Cuireann an timpeallacht deiseanna foghlama ar fail.

® s coir go solathroidh an tseirbhis deiseanna le haghaidh eachtrai dearfacha a
thacaionn le foghlaim, forbairt agus dea-bhail céch.

®  Is coir go geothoidh an clar roghanna saoil sldintiula.

® s coir go dtairgfidh an clar deiseanna dushlain agus fiontair.

® s coir go mbeidh an clar tairbheach do leanai 6 thaobh caithimh aimsire agus
oideachais de.

®  Is coir go mbeidh leithne, doimhneacht agus cothromaiocht sa chlar.
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®  Is coir go mbeidh meas ar an bhfoireann as an eolas, saineolas agus taithi saoil a
thugann siad leo chuig an tseirbhis.

® Is coir go dtacofar leis an bhfoireann a chur ar bhonn gairmitil laistigh den
tseirbhis.

® s coir go bhfreagroidh na clair, beartais agus gnathaimh do riachtanais na leanat,
teaghlach agus foirne.

An Clar Gniomhaiochtai agus Tabhacht an tSugartha.

Aithnitear an sugradh mar buncheart daonna ag gach leanbh. D’athdhearbhaigh
Coinbhinsiin na Ndisitin Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh, a dhaingnigh Eire i 1992,
tabhacht an tstugartha. Leagann Alt 31 amach ceart stugartha an linbh.

"Aithnionn na pdirtithe cearta an linbh chun sosa agus foilliochta, a bheith pdirteach in
imeachtai sugartha agus caithimh aimsire atd oiritinach d’'aois an linbh agus saorphdirt a
ghlacadh sa saol cultirtha agus sna healaiona: caithfidh pdirtithe omos a thabhairt do
chearta an linbh a bheith lanphdirteach sa saol cultirtha agus ealaionta agus soldthar
comhdheiseanna cui a spreagadh le haghaidh imeachtai cultirtha, ealaionta, caithimh
aimsire agus foilliochta.”

Tacaionn an Grupa Oibre go hiomlan leis an dearcadh go bhfuil 4it larnach ag an sugradh
i bhfds agus i bhforbairt shldintitiil leanai. Mar sin de, ta an Grapa Oibre ag déanamh
gur ga go mbeadh focas laidir ar shugradh mar chroiphrionsabal agus, le firinne, mar
thréith shonrach de chiram leanai d’aois scoile.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go bpleanalfaidh agus go solathroidh an tseirbhis churaim
leanai d’aois scoile raon deiseanna agus gniomhaiochtai stgartha a chothoidh forbairt
achmainni soisialta, fisiciula, intleachtila, cruthaiocha agus mothuchain na leanai.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go gcuirfidh an tseirbhis churaim leanai d’aois scoile tréimhse
ama ar leataobh gach seachtain chun cabhru le leanai agus le cleachtoiri oibriu le
chéile chun imeachtai san am ata thart a athbhreithnia agus chun clar imeachtai a
fhorbairt don tseachtain le teacht.

Molann an Grupa Oibre gur chéir don ais churaim leanai, agus cursai stugartha leanai
a bpleanail, meascan deiseanna saorshuigartha agus sugartha struchturtha a thairiscint.

Cé go bhfuil Clubanna d’Obair Bhaile lasmuigh de sc6ip na Tuarascala seo, go minic
solathraionn seirbhisi ciraim leanai d’aois scoile, mar chuid da raon seirbhisi, diseanna,
cabhair agus maoirsit do leanai chun obair bhaile a chriochna. Cé go nglacann an Grupa
Oibre go bhféadfadh an tacaiocht d’obair bhaile a bheith mar chuid de raon imeachtai
laistigh de sheirbhis churaim leanai d’aois scoile, molann sé nach mbeidh an tacaiocht
d’obair bhaile ina chroi-imeacht ag seirbhis chiraim leanai d’aois scoile. Molann an
Grupa Oibre go mbeidh sé fior-thabhachtach plé a dhéanamh le tuismitheoiri agus
leanai maidir le hobair bhaile.

Molann an Grupa Oibre gur coir ionad a dhéanamh don fhiontraiocht i suiomh ctraim
leanai d’aois scoile, faoi chuinsi a chuimseoidh:

() dea-chleachtas;
(] maoirsiu cui;
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) feasacht maidir le cumais an linbh;

®  gniomhaiochtai cui;

®  cumarsaid agus muinin idir tuismitheoiri agus an solathroir, agus idir an
leanbh agus an solathroir;

®  oiliuint agus cailiochtai abhartha don solathréir gniomhaiochta;

®  measunu priacail i gcas gniomhaiochta diongbhailte; agus

®  cumhdach arachais cui.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go nglacfaidh cleachtoiri ciraim leanai d’aois scoile leis na
prionsabail idirchultuir agus ilghnéitheachta ata ag Sainghrupa Oibre C2000, sa chlar
imeachtai agus dearcthai ata a fhorbairt acu ina n-aiseanna. Is coir sin a bheith
cuimsitheach, sa mhéid go gcuimsionn sé daoine le riachtanais speisialta agus daoine
a bheadh imeallaithe ina easnamh, de bharr michumais né a mballraiocht i ngrupa
eitneach mionlaigh, lena n-airitear an Lucht Taistil.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go mbeidh meas ag an ais churaim leanai d’aois scoile ar éiteas
ilghnéitheach an tsochai Eireannaigh, agus go mbeadh cur chuige dearfach aici i leith
na Gaeilge agus chultur na hEireann.

Priomhcheisteanna eile a bhfuil Tionchar acu ar Sheirbhis Ardchaighdeain.

Déanann an Gripa Oibre na moltai seo a leanas maidir le dearadh fisiciuil aise le
haghaidh ctraim leanai d’aois scoile:

® Is coir go dtairgfidh an ais timpeallacht gheal theolai;

® Is coir go mbeidh si inrochtana ag leanai faoi mhichumais;

® Is coir go mbeidh raon seomrai no limistéar aici a éascéidh nios moé na
gniomhaiocht amhain ag an leanbh n6 ag gripa leanai san am céanna;

® s coir go solathroidh si leordhothain spais inmheéanaigh chun gniomhaiochtai
nios fisiciula, lena n-airitear spoirt agus dramaiocht, a éascu nuair is cui;

® Is coir go solathroidh si limistéar citin don léitheoireacht, d’imeachtai
bordbhunaithe agus d’obair bhaile;

® Is coir go ndearfar gach limistéar ar shli gur féidir maoirsiu éasca
neamhbhuannuil a dhéanambh air.

®  Is coir go mbeidh solas nadurtha ar fail i ngach seomra, oiread agus is féidir;

®  Is coir go mbeidh rochtain ag gach ais ar limistéar sugartha lasmuigh;

® Is coir go mbeidh storas sasuil ag gach ais chun an limistéar a choinneail
chombh saor 6 thranglam agus is féidir;

o Is coir i a bheith glan, dea-choinnithe;

®  Is coir i a bheith dea-inslithe chun teas agus citinas a choinneail;

® Is coir go gcuimseoidh si limistear cistine inar féidir bia agus deochanna te a
ullmhu agus a stordil do leanai tar éis an lae scoile;

®  Is coir go mbeidh aiseanna leithris cuichoirithe inti.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go n-ullmhoidh gach ais le haghaidh ciraim leanai d’aois
scoile raiteas a chuimseodh beartais agus gnathaimh chuimsitheacha slainte agus
sabhailteachta a bhaineann, inter alia, le

®  Sainaithint, laimhseail agus tuairisciu timpisti;
Leas agus cosaint leanati;
Breoiteachtai;
Cleachtais Chéadchabhrach;
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Maoirseacht;

Usaid trealaimh inghuaise;

Seiceail rialta ar shabhailteacht trealaimh;
Fadhbanna iompair; agus

Cleachtais sldinteachais.

Ag teacht leis na Treoirlinte Naisiunta Leanai ar dTus maidir le Cosaint agus Leas Leanai
agus “Ar nDualgas Curaim”, is coir do gach soldthréir ctiraim leanai a ghathaimh agus
treoracha dititla féin a fhorbairt chun plé le cosaint leanai agus is c6ir na gnathaimh seo
a chur in iul do gach ball foirne sa tsli go mbeidh siad feasach orthu.

Is coir go mbeidh leorchludach drachais ag gach ais charaim leanai chun solathar a
dhéanamh do gach teagmhas. Is coir go mbeidh idir bhainistiocht agus foireann feasach
ar arachas na hdise, agus gach imeacht nach dtagann faoi théarmai an arachais sin a
sheachaint.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go gcuirfear gnathaimh i bhfeidhm i ngach suiomh, chun
spiorad an chomhoibrithe a chothu idir tuismitheoiri agus bainisteoiri seirbhise agus
cleachtoiri curaim leanai; chun roinnt leaninach an eolais le tuismitheoiri a éascu;
agus chun rochtain na dtuismitheoiri a éascu i ngach am cui ar an ais churaim leanai
d’aois scoile agus ar na cleachtoiri.

Ina chuid oibre i 1999, phléigh Sainghripa Oibre C2000 argointi i bhfabhar agus in
aghaidh faisnéise agus clarachdin curaim leanai, agus rinne sé cinneadh i bhfabhar
claruchdin, 4 chur seo a leanas in iul:

“Eilionn cldriichdn ar an Stdt seirbhis a chldri né a cheadiinii 6 thaobh caighdedn iosta a
shasamh. Tugann sé cumhacht don Stdt freisin cldarichdn a dhiulti agus ceadaionn sé
athbhreithniu bliantuil.”

Ba de thoradh an dearcaidh seo a rinneadh an Sainghripa Oibre a chéad mholadh, ata
formhuinithe agus athluaite ag an nGripa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile, a
mholann least ar an reachtaiocht phriomhuil (an tAcht um Churaim Leanai, 1991)
d’fhonn rialu an chdraim leanai d’aois scoile a chuimsiu.

Maidir le habhar aon Rialachan no Treoirlinte nua le haghaidh Rialad Deonach na
hEarndla um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile, molann an Grupa Oibre go gcaighdeanofar
¢ i dtreo go leanfar go dluth na rialacha agus na treoirlinte a nochtfar tar éis
athbhreithniu reatha na Roinne Sldinte agus Leanai.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go mbeidh coibhneas 1 aosach in aghaidh 8 leanai i gceist do
churaim leanai d’aois scoile ata ionadbhunaithe.

Cé gur luadh cheana gur ga an reachtaiocht phriomhuil a leasu le nach gcuirfidh si bac
ar riald curaim leanai d’aois scoile, molann an Grupa Oibre go gceapfar cod de
chaighdeain dheonacha agus go bhfeidhmeofar proiseas faisnéise deonach chun go
mbeidh ar chumas aiseanna le haghaidh curaim leanai d’aois scoile, faisnéis a
thabhairt da mBoird Slainte. Spreagfadh seo na haiseanna le caighdedin arda a bhaint
amach agus a choinnedil, agus ardchaighdean cturaim leanai a sholathar da bharr.

Faoina théarmai tagartha, iarradh ar an nGrupa Oibre treoirlinte a fhorbairt don
earnail. Ta siadsan forbartha anois ar bhonn moltai na tuarascala seo agus luaitear iad
in aguisin leis an tuarascail. In éagmais rialt na hearnala cturaim leanai d’aois scoile,
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molann an Gripa Oibre go n-usaidfear na treoirlinte seo mar chaighdean cailiochta
trinar féidir iarratais ar chunaimh deontais faoin CCCL a mheas agus go bhforbrofar
a thuilleadh iad mar chaighdean deonach don earnail chiraim leanai d’aois scoile.

Molann an Gripa Oibre um Chiram Leanai d’Aois Scoile go gcuirfidh Coisti Ciaraim
Leanai na Cathrach/an Chontae, nuair is cui, riachtanais iompair na ngrapai ctiraim
leanai in iul do thionscadail an Tionscnaimh Iompair Thuaithe ina gcondaetha ar leith.

Molann an Grupa Oibre um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile go dtionscnéidh an Roinn
Iompair reachtaiocht maidir le gnathaimh sabhailteachta agus maidir le arachas chun
sainghrapai daoine (leanai san aireamh) a iompar.

Molann an Gripa Oibre um Chiram Leanai d’Aois Scoile go ndéanfaidh an Roinn
Oideachais agus Eolaiochta athbhreithniu ar rialacha na Scéime Iompair Scoile,
d’fhonn an solathar iompair 6 scoileanna chuig diseanna ciaraim leanai d’aois scoile a
€ascu.

Oiliuint le haghaidh Cuaraim I eanai d’Aois Scoile

Tharraing an Grupa Oibre aird ar an oilitint a thugtar do chleachtéiri an Churaim Leanai
d’Aois Scoile i roinnt tiortha eile. Thug sé faoi deara, freisin, an cur chuige maidir le
hoilitint agus an gno a chur ar bhonn gairmiuil sa Chreatdoiciméad Eiseamlarach a
d’'ullmhaigh Fo-Ghrapa Chomhlachtai Deimhnithe an CCNCL.

Is é dearcadh an Ghrupa Oibre gur chéir go mbeidh na cumais ghairmitla seo a leanas
ag cleachtoir an churaim leanai d’aois scoile chun feidhmiu go héifeachtach in earnail an
churaim leanai d’aois scoile:

An cumas le

®  dea-chleachtas a fhorfheidhmiu agus oibriu go héifeachtach i suiomh leanai
d’aois scoile;

() sainrol chleachtoir an churaim leanai d’aois scoile a thuiscint;

®  abheith eolach ar threoirlinte agus ar ghnathaimh chosanta leanai agus abalta
iad a fhorfheidhmiu nuair is abhartha;

®  cuidiu le pleanail, forfheidhmiu agus meastanu thimpeallacht an churaim
leanai d’aois scoile;

®  gach gné d’thorbairt, d’oideachas agus de chuiram leanai a thuiscint agus a
chothu;

®  féiniulacht agus ilghnéitheacht a aithint agus a chothu i ngach leanbh, agus
idir chomhdheiseanna agus cleachtas frithleatroim a chothu;

®  oibriu go héifeachtach mar chuid d’fhoireann;

®  a thuiscint go bhfuil sé tabhachtach comhairle a ghlacadh le leanai,
tuismitheoiri agus comhghleacaithe;

®  naisc a bhunu agus a choinneail idir scoileanna, seirbhisi eile a bhféadfadh
leanai rochtain orthu (sport, rince etc.), agus an morphobal;

) a bheith feasach ar gach reachtaiocht maidir le leanai, comhionannas, leatrom
agus slainte is sabhailteacht, agus in ann iad a fhorfheidhmiu nuair is
abhartha; agus

®  gach taifead abhartha a bhunu agus a choinneail.

Ta luaite cheana ag an nGrupa Oibre go bhfuil sé tabhachtach go n-aithreofai riachtanais
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forbartha speisialta na leanai a bhfuil ctiram leanai d’aois scoile 4 fhail acu. Eilionn cothu
na riachtanas seo go mbeadh sraith scileanna speisialta ag cleachtéir an churaim leanai
d’aois scoile. Is é dearcadh an Ghrupa Oibre é gur choir go mbeadh na scileanna seo a
leanas ag cleachtoir an churaim leanai d’aois scoile d’fhonn feidhmiu go héifeachtach
in earnail an churaim leanai d’aois scoile.

An scil chun

®  gaol a chothui le leanai, a dtuismitheoiri agus a gciramoiri;

®  riachtanais forbartha éagsula leanai agus daoine 6ga ata ag baint leasa as an
tseirbhis le haghaidh ctiraim leanai d’aois scoile a thuiscint agus a chothu;

® tacu le rannphairt agus bainteachas leanai le saol na seirbhise;

®  timpeallacht shabhailte spreaguil a chinntiu;

® neambhspleachas linbh a aithint agus é a nochtadh, agus solathar a dhéanamh
do;

® féiniulacht a chothu, ag cur riachtanais an linbh i gcothromaiocht le cuid an
ghrupa;

®  iompar cothrom comhbhach a chothu;

® feasacht chulturtha an linbh a fhorbairt; agus

®  cumas roghnaithe agus féinmhuinin a chothu.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go bhforbrofar sainchineal oiliuna a chumasoéidh cleachtoiri
curaim leanai le seirbhis ardchaighdedin a sholathar a fhreastloidh ar an ngripa leanai
nios sine, 0 cheithre bhliana go dha bhliain déag, ar chostil go mbainfidh siad leas as
curam leanai d’aois scoile. Ag cur san direamh nadur caithimh aimsire an churaim
leanai d’aois scoile, is coir go mbeadh focas éifeachtach praiticitil ag na cldir oilitina ata
le forbairt, cé go bhfuil sé tabhachtach go gcuirfi san aireamh, freisin, an t-abhar
teoiriciuil ata fior-riachtanach chun cleachtoir ciuraim leanai dea-oilte a ullmhu agus
chun ciram leanai d’aois scoile a chur ina chomhthéacs cui.

Molann an Gripa Oibre go gcuimseofai na scileanna agus an t-eolas seo a leanas sna
cursai agus moduil ata le forbairt d’earnail an Churaim Leanai d’Aois Scoile:

Cleachtas ardchaighdeain i gciram leanai d’aois scoile;
Sugradh agus gniomhaiochtai;

Forbairt an linbh;

Slainte agus sabhailteacht, lena n-airitear cosaint an linbh;
Taithi oibre;

ROl cleachtoiri an chiraim leanai d’aois scoile; agus
Forbairt ghairmiuil phearsanta.

An Bealach Chun Cinn

Molann an Grupa Oibre go rachfar i mbun feachtais chun tuiscint ar earnail an
churaim leanai d’aois scoile a mhéadu, feasacht a chothu faoin gcinamh deontais ata
ar fail, agus grupai pobail, scoileanna agus udarais bhainistiochta agus na cleachtoiri
curaim leanai ata ann, idir ghrupai pobail agus solathroéiri priobhaideacha, a chothu
agus a spreagadh chun smaoineamh ar na seirbhisi fior-riachtanacha seo a fhorbairt.

Is eol don Ghrupa Oibre go bhfuil sainordu laidir ag na Coisti Ctaraim Leanai Cathrach/
Contae 6n gCoiste Comhordaithe Ndisiunta um Chiaram Leanai, feidhmiu le lucht leasa
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aitiuil chun curam leanai a fhorbairt a fhreastloidh ar na riachtanais ditiula maidir le
ciram leanai. Molann an Grupa Oibre go n-iarrfar ar na Coisti Curaim Leanai
Cathrach/Contae rol suntasach a ghlacadh ag obair agus ag tacu le grupai pobail, le
solathroiri curaim leanai priobhdideacha agus le hudarais scoileanna ar fud a
gcathracha/gcontaetha, d’fhonn aiseanna le haghaidh curaim leanai d’aois scoile a
fhorbairt a fhreastloidh ar na riachtanais chiraim leanai ata ag tuismitheoiri ata i
bhfostaiocht, in oideachas agus in oilitint, agus a dteastaionn ctiram leanai lasmuigh
d’uaireanta scoile uathu da leanai ata ar scoil.

Molann an Grupa Oibre go gcothoidh na Coisti Curaim Leanai Cathrach/Contae agus
na hEagraiochtai Naisiunta Deonacha um Chiram Leanai, de réir mar is cui, feasacht
maidir leis na treoirlinte a d’fhorbair an Grupa Oibre chun Earnail ardchaighdeain um
Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile a fhorbairt.

Treoirlinte

De réir a thearmai tagartha agus ar bhonn a chuid taighde agus na torthai uaithi, ta
treoirlinte forbartha ag an nGrupa Oibre a leagann sios priomhthascairi chun Seirbhis
ardchaighdedin um Churam Leanai d’Aois Scoile a thorbairt a chabhroidh le grupai
pobalbhunaithe neamhbhrabuis, agus le solathroiri priobhaideacha a smaoineodh ar
tacaiocht dheontais a lorg chun seirbhisi a fhorbairt faoin gClar Comhdheiseanna um
Churam Leanai 2000-2006.

Ta na treoirlinte le fail in Aguisin 2.



