Wearing of Safety Belts & Child Restraints in Motor Vehicles 
The Minister for Transport, Mr Martin Cullen, T.D., has made regulations entitled the European Communities (Compulsory Use of Safety Belts and Child Restraint Systems in Motor Vehicles) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 240 of 2006).

The Regulations extend the requirements in relation to the wearing of safety belts and child restraints by occupants of motor vehicles.  In particular, the Regulations afford children greater protection when travelling in motor vehicles.  The Regulations implement Directive 2003/20/EC relating to the compulsory wearing of safety belts and child restraint systems in motor vehicles.
Cars and Goods Vehicles 
· Where safety belts have been fitted they must be worn 

· Children under 3 years of age must not travel in a car or goods vehicle (other than a taxi) unless restrained in the correct child seat 

· Children aged 3 years or over who are under 150cms in height and weighing less than 36 kilograms (i.e. generally children up to 11/12 years old) must use the correct child seat, booster seat or booster cushion when travelling in cars or goods vehicles 

· Children over 3 years of age must travel in a rear seat in vehicles not fitted with safety belts 

· Rearward-facing child car seats must NEVER be used in the front passenger seat of cars with an active airbag 

· Child car seats must be in accordance with EU or United Nations- Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) standards 

· Drivers have a legal responsibility to ensure passengers aged under 17 use the correct seat, booster seat, booster cushion or seatbelt 

























PAGE  
3


05/05 EC

